
 
Albert Basin Development considerations 
 
The site 
Albert Basin is over 700m long and, at its widest point, is approximately 130m wide. 
It is bounded on its western side by the Newry Canal and on its eastern side by the 
Clanrye River, both of which converge at the site’s southern tip bordering Carlingford 
Lough. In its current form, Albert Basin can be viewed as consisting of two parts – a 
northern part and a southern part that are separated by the Derrybeg River channel. It 
is important to note that the site area can be increased by bridging the Derrybeg River 
channel.  Any proposal to carry out these works would have to be agreed with the 
Rivers Agency. 
 
The northern part of the island comprises the quay area that once served the Basin, 
while the southern part contains a large triangular piece of infill land.  Former uses on 
the site include a coal yard, tannery, railway line, fuel storage area and metal 
fabrication works.  An electrical substation is also presently located on the site. 
 

 
Note: since this aerial photo was taken some old buildings have been cleared. 



Zoning status 
Since the publication of the Draft Banbridge Newry and Mourne Area Plan 2015 the 
Council has made representations to ensure maximum flexibility in terms of the land 
uses that could be permitted in this City Centre site. While the Draft Plan presently 
states that retailing would not be envisaged for the site, the updated Retail Technical 
Supplement to the Draft Plan (Sep 09) now recognizes that ‘deliverable proposals 
may emerge’ on this Development Opportunity Site. 
 
Services & utilities 

·  The new foul sewer network serving the site was designed in the knowledge 
that development would take place at this location (see Appendix 1 attached). 

 
·  Convenient connections to water mains are available (see Appendix 1 

attached). 
 

·  High voltage electricity cables run underground across the southern tip of the 
site (see Appendix 2 attached).   

 
·  The South-North gas Interconnector pipeline was completed at the end of 

2006.  As a result, the core gas infrastructure is now in place to allow for the 
development of a distribution network that could service the Albert Basin.   

 
Roads access 
The existing roads and pedestrian access into the site is off William Street (Dublin 
Road).  It is anticipated that significant intensification of traffic levels on the site 
would require new vehicular access arrangements across the Clanrye River or the 
Canal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 - Foul sewer and water mains map (for illustrative purposes only) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Appendix 2 - NIE Electricity network map (for illus trative purposes only) 

 


